
Big Idea God sent Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, to be the Prince of Peace.
Bible Passage Isaiah 9:1-7

•	Jesus’	birth	fulfilled	the	Old	
Testament	Messianic		 	
prophecies.

•	Jesus	came	to	bring	lasting	
peace	on	earth.

•	Thankful	that	God	sent	His	
Son	to	live	on	earth.

•	Confident	that	God	keeps		
His	promises.

•	Tell	someone	that	God	
fulfilled	Isaiah’s	prophecy	
when	Jesus,	the	Messiah,		
was	born.

•	Write	a	story	that	describes	
what	the	world	will	be	like	
when	Jesus	finally	brings	
peace.

•	Memorize	Isaiah	9:6.
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Lesson Summary
The stage was set for the arrival of the Prince of Peace. The 
Greeks had introduced a common language and culture to 
the Mediterranean lands. The Romans had developed an in-
frastructure of transportation and communication through-
out the region. And the Jews were awaiting their Messiah.

God chose a humble setting for the birth of the Messiah. 
God entered human history through an “illegitimate” birth 
in a dirty stable, surrounded by animals. His first visitors 
were lowly shepherds who stared at the newborn Baby 
wrapped in cloth and lying in a feeding trough.

Yet the Baby in the manger was the hope of Israel. He was 
the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, and the Prince of Peace. Eventually that Baby will 
rule the world in peace.

Teacher Devotional
Lord God, You sent Your Son to live with us on earth. What 
a miraculous way to fulfill Your promises. Help us to welcome 
Jesus, the Messiah, into our hearts and value Him highly.

As we explore this lesson together, stir in my students the desire 
to love and serve You. Lead those who haven’t given their hearts 
to Christ to do so. In Jesus’ name, amen.

DISCIPLE TARGETS In	this	lesson,	your	children	will...
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People need peace with God 
and with themselves. Fami-
lies and neighborhoods need 
peace in their relationships. 
Countries need peace with 
each other.  

Jesus’ arrival on the first 
Christmas fulfilled God’s 
promise of peace. He is 
the Prince of Peace!

Identify where these 
 different descriptions 
   of peace are found. 

         What kind of 
           peace do you        
            most long for?

IsaIah 
9:1-7

Jesus
God sends the 
long-awaited 
Messiah.

Inside
people

Between
people Peace is... Now Later

...joyfully getting 
 along with others

...freedom from sin

...a heart without fear

...freedom from war

...a life without 
 worry or problems

Disciple Guide—page 1
Help children understand the nature of the peace that 
Jesus brings.

Opening Prayer
Pray that the children will see the Baby Jesus as the divine 
Messiah, someone they can turn to for comfort and who 
brings peace.

KeyVerse
Topic: Prince of Peace
Reference: Isaiah 9:6

Memorization Activity: Write the key words of the verse on 
individual slips of paper and distribute them to the kids. Tell 
them to think about where their word appears in the verse 
and how they would draw it. When you call, “Ready, set, 
draw!” the child who thinks his or her word is first in the 
verse should run to the board and draw a representation of the 
word. Continue until all of the key words have been 
drawn. Then decide together if the order is correct 
and write in the rest of the words. Practice reciting 
the verse together.

In the Dark (10 minutes)
This discussion activity helps children imagine the 
spiritual darkness the people of Jesus’ time experienced. 
Supplies: black paper (if you have windows)

Create a mood of “darkness” as you begin this 
lesson. Turn off the lights. If you have windows, 
you might want to tape black paper over them. 
Welcome the children. Ask them when and where 
they have been in the dark. Discuss how they feel 
in different kinds of darkness (alone at night, in a 
movie theater, or during a power outage).

Christmas Traditions (10-15 minutes)
This sharing activity emphasizes the importance of Christmas.

Ask each child to describe Christmas traditions from his or 
her home, and share your own. If possible, bring a book to 
class that tells where and why Christmas traditions began. 
Or, learn about traditions of other cultures.

Christmas Baby (10-15 minutes)
This special guest exposes children to little babies.

If someone in your church has recently had a baby, invite 
the parents to bring the baby to class and tell what they have 
learned about caring for an infant. Encourage students to 
ask questions. Discuss how Mary and Joseph cared for Baby 
Jesus in comparison with infant care today.

  Spark 
Interest

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve 
students and grab their attention.

  Make 
Disciples

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into      
this lesson.
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Peace 
Rules

Read Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25. 
Jesus came to bring peace, 

but peace will not completely 
fill the world until He returns. 

Peace on Earth
Rate your “peace percentage” in these two areas:

One thing I can do to improve my “peace percentage” is:

                     
                     

                     
                     

          

                     
                     

                     
                     

          

0%                                                 100%
Peace with God

0%                                                 100%
Peace with People

Prince 
of Peace

Isaiah 
9:6

Isaiah 9:1-7
Tell children that the prophet Isaiah described the people 
of the Old Testament as walking around in darkness. Ask 
what Isaiah meant by this and see what examples they can 
think of.

Turn on the lights. Now talk about how the mood has 
changed. Can we do things now that we couldn’t have 
done in the dark? Have a student read aloud Isaiah 9:2. 
Then have someone read John 1:1-5. Who do you think 
this light is? Why do you think so? Now read John 8:12 
aloud. Which verse from Isaiah 9 does this sound like? 
(Verse 2.)

Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include exercises from 
the student Disciple Guides. 

     Explore 
Scripture

Disciple Guide—page 2
Have kids rate themselves based on their answers 
to the questions you have read aloud. Ask them to 
choose one action point that will help them live in 
peace with God or others.
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Now look at Isaiah 9:6. Discuss the ways Jesus fulfills each 
of these titles.

Talk about the concept of “peace” and how Jesus is the Prince 
of Peace. Ask your students how our world can be different 
when Jesus, the Prince of Peace, rules in our hearts.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
 Action

Looking Inside (10 minutes)
This introspection activity asks kids to look at their hearts.

Imagine that you are the most powerful person in the 
entire universe. Anything you want is yours. You can ask 
anything of anyone. Then imagine that your father sends 
you to a poverty-stricken, dirty place where you will live 

and work with poor, diseased people. You won’t 
have your own home or possessions. Allow 
children time to think and express their feelings.

Jesus, God’s Son, had lived with God the Father 
forever. Then He came to earth. He was born a 
human Baby and lived among normal people. 
Why would God want Him to do such a thing?

God wanted to reconcile His children to 
Himself. He wanted peace among men, and 
peace between His creation and Himself. Let’s 
each consider our own lives. Ask yourself these 
questions. Give children time to think quietly 
about each question before moving on. Am I at 
peace with God? Is there any unconfessed sin in 
my life that I need to ask God’s forgiveness for? 
Am I at peace with the people who are close to 
me? Is there anyone whom I need to forgive or 
ask forgiveness of? Am I doing my best to obey 
Hebrews 12:14, to pursue peace with everyone? 
How can I improve in this area?
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SUPPLIES

General Supplies
	 Bibles,	Disciple	Guides
	 Pencils,	markers,	crayons
	 Paper,	scissors,	tape,	glue

Make Disciples
	 No	additional	supplies

Spark Interest
	 •IN	THE	DARK:	black	paper
	 •CHRISTMAS	TRADITIONS:	none
	 •CHRISTMAS	BABY:	newborn	baby

Explore Scripture
	 None

Inspire Action
	 •LOOKING	INSIDE:	none

DISCIPLESHIP TIP

It	is	often	customary	for	teachers	to	give	gifts	to	students	
at	 Christmas	 time.	 	 These	 gifts	 reinforce	 students’	
feeling	of	importance	in	your	classroom	and	show	that	
you	care.		Gifts	need	not	be	expensive.		Your	Christian	
book	and	gift	stores	or	Christian	supply	catalogs	will	
offer	 special	 stickers,	 pencils,	 puzzles,	 books,	 etc.	 at	
reasonable	rates.		Your	gift	will	be	treasured	and	kept	
for	a	long	time	by	many	of	your	students.

Christmas Caroling (1-2 hours)
This singing activity brings God’s love to others.

Arrange for your class to learn and sing carols to shut-ins 
or, more simply, to sing through the halls of your church 
building. Children may not know the words of traditional 
Christmas carols because of public objection to their spiritual 
emphasis. It may be that the church is the only place they 
will sing O Little Town of Bethlehem, O Come All Ye Faithful, 
The First Noel and other great Christian hymns. 

Christmas Cards (20-30 minutes)
This craft activity creates cards that show God’s love to others. 
Supplies: red and green construction paper, envelopes, art 
supplies, and first-class stamps

With pieces of red and green construction paper, have 
students make Christmas cards for the ill and shut-in from 
your church. Ask them to use this lesson’s Bible memory 
verse on the card. When they are done, everyone in class 
should sign each card. Insert into envelopes, address, stamp, 
and mail.

4

 Additional 
Activities

Closing Prayer
Pray that the children will trust God completely after seeing 
how He has kept His promises. Help them turn their lives 
over to Him. Pray that God will show them how to be lights 
for Christ in the world. Pray for the personal requests of 
students. Encourage children to voice their prayer concerns. 
Be sure to pray for each one.

Praying Hands Books (20-30 minutes)
This craft activity creates a prayer book to reflect on Christmas. 
Supplies: red and green construction paper, white paper, 
pencils and pens, scissors, stapler, miscellaneous Christmas 
stickers

Allow your kids to trace their right and left hands on the red 
and green construction paper—one hand per color. Then 
have them trace one of their hands on several sheets of white 
paper. Cut out the hands and assemble a praying hands 
book, using the construction paper hands as covers. Staple 
the book together at the pinky fingers. Let the children 
put their names on the cover and decorate with Christmas 
stickers.

After students complete their book, ask them to think 
quietly about the following questions. Have them write 
their answers in their prayer books.

•	Am I at peace with God?
•	Is there an unconfessed sin in my life that I need to ask 

God’s forgiveness for?
•	Am I at peace with people close to me?
•	Is there anyone who I need to forgive?
•	Is there anyone of whom I need to ask forgiveness?
•	Am I doing my best to pursue peace with everyone?
•	How can I improve in this area?

Encourage the children to look at their prayer books often 
over the Christmas holiday and pray about the answers they 
have given.

Level 5 Christm
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sought by wise men (Matthew 2:2)
Jesus’ home town (Matthew 2:23)
Obeyed God’s command (Matthew 1:24)
David’s home town (Luke 2:4)
Name Joseph gave (Matthew 1:25)
Name for Jesus (Luke 2:11)
Great Jewish king (Matthew 1:20)

Lowly crib (Luke 2:12)
“God with us” (Matthew 1:23)
A word that means “Messiah” (Luke 2:11)
Directed travelers (Matthew 2:9)
Brought surprising message (Luke 1:30)
Told what they saw (Luke 2:20)

CLUEs

Prince of Peace
Read the CLues below. Then find the words and circle them in the word square.
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