
Isaiah 40:1-11 

“Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. 
“Speak kindly to Jerusalem; and call out to her, 
that her warfare has ended, that her guilt has 
been removed, that she has received of the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.” 

The voice of one calling out, “Clear the way for the 
Lord in the wilderness; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Let every valley be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; and let the uneven ground become a plain, 
and the rugged terrain a broad valley; then the 
glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all flesh 
will see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.” A voice says, “Call out.” Then he 
answered, “What shall I call out?” All flesh is 
grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the 
field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; the people 
are indeed grass! The grass withers, the flower 
fades, but the word of our God stands forever. 

Go up on a high mountain, Zion, messenger of 
good news, raise your voice forcefully, Jerusalem, 
messenger of good news; raise it up, do not fear. 
Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
Behold, the Lord God will come with might, with 
His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His compensation 
is with Him, and His reward before Him. Like a 
shepherd He will tend His flock, in His arm He will 
gather the lambs and carry them in the fold of His 
robe; He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 

Psalm 85:1-2 

Lord, You showed favor to Your land; you 
restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the 
guilt of Your people; you covered all their sin 

 

Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, just as it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet: 

“Behold, I am sending My messenger before 
You, Who will prepare Your way; the voice of 
one calling out in the wilderness, ‘Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight!’” 

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea 
was going out to him, and all the people of 
Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him 
in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. John 
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather 
belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and 
wild honey. And he was preaching, saying, “After 
me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am 
not fit to bend down and untie the straps of His 
sandals. I baptized you with water; but He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Week 2: PEACE 

Advent Readings 


